THE  FIRST  TWO  YEARS                 79
another child about the same age will teach the overaggres-
sive one more than an adult can.
The two chief disadvantages of association with other
children during the second year are the danger of over-
stimulation and the risk of infection. Some children become
overfatigued in trying to keep up with more sturdy com-
panions. Colds and other communicable diseases should be
avoided, if possible, and strict isolation practiced in 'the case
of children who have been exposed to or give any evidence
of coming down with one of the numerous infections.
In many families the baby has more contacts with other
children than he has with his father; and far more contacts
with his mother. Many mothers act as though the father
were nothing but "a biologic and economic necessity/1 and
forget that the baby is his baby as well as theirs. To love
and understand infants is not an exclusive feminine char-
acteristic, as anthropological studies have shown, The father
will understand his child better if he knows him at least a
little when he is very young. Moreover, the baby should
learn to like many adults so that he will know how to behave
with them.
Accordingly, the father should have his duties and priv-
ileges in regard to the care of the baby during these first
years. The duties should consist of more than paying the
bills, and the privileges of more than telling his friends
about the cunning things the baby does. Although some
educational procedures should be jointly worked out by the
father and mother, there need not be perfect agreement.
Some variation in the emphasis parents put on different
kinds of behavior and the kind of behavior they permit is
desirable, provided that the child senses that these variations
in treatment are caused by differences in the adults' person-
alities and that there is no friction between them. Suppose
a father does play with a child after the mother has put her
to bed. The slight loss in the total amount of sleep would
be far less serious than a heartless authoritarian breaking in
on a happy natural playtime.
Individual differences observed in the social behavior of